CHAPTER 82

V/N the Purification Day, or otherwise Candlemas Day,
when the said creature beheld the people with their
candles in church, her mind was ravished into beholding
Our Lady offering her Blissful Son to the priest Simeon
in the Temple, as verily to her ghostly understanding as
if she had been there in her bodily presence to have offered
with Our Lady's own person* Then was she so comforted
by the contemplation in her soul, that she had in the be-
holding of Our Lord Jesus Christ and of His Blessed
Mother, of Simeon the priest, of Joseph and of other per-
sons that were there when Our Ludy was purified, and of
the heavenly songs that she thought she heard when Our
Blissful Lord was offered up to Simeon, that she might
full evil bear up her own candle to the priest, as other folk
did at the time of offering, but went wavering on each side
96b like a drunken woman, weeping and sobbing so sore, that
scarcely could she stand on her feet, for the fervour of love
and devotion that God put into her soul through high
contemplation.
And sometimes she could not stand, but fell down
among the people and cried full loud, so that many men
wondered and marvelled what ailed her; for the fervour
of the spirit was so great that the body foiled, and might
not endure it*
She had such holy thoughts and meditations many
times when she saw women being purified of their
children.
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